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whether he has not framed and fitted alt

men, by the conftitution of -their nature,
in 1ts prefent ftate, for a conformity to the
laws.of piety and vittue. This is certainly
the light in which this point ought to be
confidered ; and, therefore, as God is aa
much the author and fource of all our nae
tural faculties and powers, as he muft be
fuppofed to be of any fupernatural grace,
the honour of God can be in no refpe&t

leflened by fuppofing, that man is naturally
capable of pratufing religion and virtue,
On the contrary, if this be not admitted,
it will be found impoffible to maintain the

honour of the Divine Being with any de-
it’ee of confiftency.
TrE Calvimiftical notions of human na-

ture appear to be contrary to the common

fenfe and experience of mankind, and to

every rational idea of religion, as well as
to the general ftrain and tenowr of the
facsed
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facred writings. For amongft all mankind
We} ﬁnd, that thf_.‘ performance of a good
action is applaﬁded, and the perpetration of
a wicked one condemned and cenfured ;
which is a demonftration, that men com-
monly confider one another as free agents;
And that inward remorfe and difapp{obai
tio, which men feel after the commiffion
“of any wickednefs, unlefs their coniciences
have been feared by a long courfe of ini-
quity, is another evidence of their poffefling
a freedom of a&ion; for this can arife only
from an internal confcioufnefs, that they
were capable of alting better., Were men
impelled by any invincible propenfity in
their natures to the pra&ice of wickednefs,
it would be as abfurd to cenfure a2 man for
the commiffion of a crime, as to reproach
an ideot for his want of underftanding; and
to cenfure men for want of piety, if 1t con-
fifted in any difpofitions of mind out of their

Dd 2 power
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power to attain, would be as unreafonable

as to reproach a deaf man for not hearing,
or a blind man for not feeing. And thefe
notions of human nature are fo far from
increafing our ideas of man’s guilt, that
they do in fa&t entirely acquit him of any.
For if man has it not in his power to be
pious and virtuous, and yet fuffers for not

being fo, he is an unhappy creature, but
cannot poffibly be a guilty one, But the
juftice of the Divine Being will not admae
us to form fuch a fuppofition. If man 19

to be punifhed for not pradtifing the dutes
of religion, we muft fuppofe, that he has
it in his power to perform them; or his
punifhment would be both cruel and un-
juft. The very idea of a ftate of retribu-
tion neceflarily implies in it the free agency
of man. Is it poffible for us to fuppofe,
that the juft and righteous judge of the
uaiverfe, who muft infallibly do right, will

punifh
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-punith men for not being what they are by
‘their very nature incapable of being? Is
this agreeable to any confiftent ideas of the
divine juftice ! And if it be not, can any
creeds, can any human fyftems, be of fuf-
ficient authority to force our affent to fuch
‘a dotrine ¢

" Tue whole ftrain and tenour of the
facred writings appear clearly to imply the
abrity of man to pratife piety and vartue,
and to avoid their contraries. How other-
wife can we underftand ‘thofe numberlefs
exhortations to virtue and piety, and de-
hortations from vice, with which the Old
and the New Teftament are filled? Do not
all the threatenings of punifhment for dif-
obedience, and promifes of reward for obe-
dience, in the law, in the prophets, and
in the gofpel, neceflarily fuppofe a capa-
bility in the objelts of them, of avoiding
the one, and gaining the other? For with

Dd3 what
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what propricty can it be inagined, that
Mofes and the prophets, that Chrift and
his apofif¢s; ekhorted men to the praétice
of thofe things which they knew they were
mcapable of pratufing ¢ .

 THERE are innumerable paffages of
{cripture, both in the Old and jn the New
Teftament, which are utterly incapable
of any rational and confiftent interpretation,
upon any other {fu p_po{-itioﬁ than that of
man being a free agent. In the book of

PDeuteronomy, chap. xxx. 15—2a. we find
Mofes making this folemn and public ‘de-
‘claration to the whole people of the Jews.
4¢ See, 1 have {et before thee this day hfe
% and good, and death and evil; in that
¢ ¥ command thee this. ddy to love. the
+ Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and
¢ to kegp his commandments, and his
¢ ftatutes, and his judgments:—1I call
¢ heaven and carth to record this day

« againt
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¢ aminft you, that I have fet before you
¢ life and death, blefling and curfing:
¢¢ therefore chufe life, that both thou and
¢¢. thy {feed may live: that thou mayeft love
¢ the Lord, and that thou_mayeft obey
“ his woice, and that thou mayeft cleave
¢ unto him,” What can we think of fuch
a folemn declaration as this to the whole
people of Hrael, if Mofes, at the ﬁery time
when he was making it, had known, that,
by the natural perverfenefs and depravaty of
their natures, they were really incapable of
loving and obcying God{ Can it be fup-
pofed, that he would have direéted them to
chufe life, as the confequence of their obey-
ing the commandments of God, and called
heaven and earth to witnefs that he had fet
it before them, when he knew that they
were naturally incapable of chufing it¢ And

Molfes appears, ver. 11, 12, 13, 14. of the
fame chapter, to have been fo far from
nd 4 imagin-
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imagining them naturally incapable of pers
forming the will of God, that he plainly
afferts, that as they knew the will of God,

they could have no excufe for not doin g it 3
which manifeftly fuppefes, that it was in
their power to do fo. ¢ Thiscommandment
¢¢ which I command thee this day, it is not
“ hidden from thee, neither 1s. it far off.
¢ It is not in heaven, that thou fhouldeft
‘ fay, who fhall go up for us to heaven,
‘¢ and bring 1t unto us, ‘that we may hear

“ it, and do it? But the word-is very
c’ mcrh unto thee; in thy mouth, and i

“ -thy heart, that thou mayeft do it,”

- THE free agency of man is evidently im-
plied, in thofe pathetic expoftulations which
are made to the Jewith people, in the pro-
phecies of Ezekiel. ¢ Caft away from you
¢¢ all your tranfgreﬁibns; whereby ye have
¢¢ tranfgrefled, and make you a new heart,
¢ and a new fpirit; for why will ye d-ie,;

| ' O hoyfe
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4 O houfe of Ifracl ? ‘for I have no Ppleafure
¢ in the death of him that dieth, falth the
 Lord God: wherefore ‘turn’ ye' your-
s¢ felves, and live'ye?+.” -They are here
manifeftly fuppofed capable of cafting from
them all their tranf; greflions, and of turn-
ing to God. The Almighty declares, < [
¢¢ have no pleafiire in the deéath of him
¢ that dieth.””. God had not been Wdﬁting
“on his fide: he had given ﬁﬁe'mffg_éulgies
and powers fufficient for the P\irpc'):fes‘ of re-
ligion, but they had negle@ed o to em-
ploy them. To the fame purpofe it is faid
by St Paul that ¢ God would have all
¢ men to be faved >  How is it pofiible

to explam t’hls, with any decrree of con-~
fiftency, vnlefs we confider men as free

creatures. If the falvation of all men de-
pended -on the will of God, independently
of their own a&ions; and it was the will

¢ Fzekiel xviii. 33, .1 Timothy ii. 4.

of



{ 40}

of God that all men thouid be faved ;
was it that could peffibly-prevent it God
certainly might have elefted, or given-a
| ﬁlﬁcmntdcgeeofmce,toonemﬂnas
well as ta another, .But if we copfider
men. s free agents, capable of adiing well
or of ading ill, even andependently of their
Maker, whilft th'_cy cotinug in pofieflion
aof that freedom of choioe, and of thofe
facultics, which he has originally .givea
them; the difficulty then vanithes, Itis
agrecable to the will of the good and mere
cifal Father of our fpisits, that all men
fhould ponform. themfelves to the laws of
piety and virtue, and thereby qualify them-
felves- for the enjoyment of cternal hap-
pineG: but, as be has made them free
greatures, this depends upon ‘thcif own
choice; -and ‘it is thence it arifes, that
thoush it be the will of ‘God that all men
fhould be faved, yet ther¢ are many who

| notwith-
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notwithftanding will not be¢ faved, God
has dane his part; but they, being free to
accept the terms of falvation or to refufe
them, have not co-operated with the be-
nevolent intentions of the Deity,

ANy inftances, which may be produced
of the Almighty having influenced the
attions of fome particular individuals, on
extraordinary and particular occafions, ars
no juft argument againit the general doce
trine of the free agencyof man. We know

that in the natural world, as well as in the
moral, there are inftances of the divine ine

terpofition‘on particular occafions; although,
n the or dinary COUur fe Of diV-ine Prov'idcn-ce:’

things are {uffered to go on according to
the fixed and ‘eftablithed laws of nature.
Neither does our admitting the free agency
of man, and his natural capability of re-
igion and virtue, exclude the do&rine of
divine affiftance. For though men naturally

poflefs
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poflefs fuch an ability, yet the Divine Being
may certainly communicate any irradiations,
or ‘internal affiftances, which his infinite
wifdom -for any wife -reafons may at any
time fee fit and proper; and which may not
in the leaft interfere with their natural free-
dom of a&ion. It appears however very

eertain, that we have now no reafon to

expet affiftances of that fort, in.the fame
degree 1n which they were communicated
in the time of the apoftles, and in the firft
age of Chriftranity. The interpofition of
the Deity was at that time more apparent,

and it certainly was more needful in the

firft eftablifhment of the gofpel, than it
can be in thefe ages. And undue pre-
tences to divine illumination have been

fuch a fource of the moft extravagant en-

thufiafm, that they fhould by intelligent
‘Chnriftians be very carefully avoided. |
| Uron
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- UroN the whole, it is very evident, that
it is the univerfal fenfe of all mankind, in
judgmmg of their own ations, and thofe of
other men, that they are free creatures.
The very exiftence of human laws and go-
vernment fuppofes it. Without fuppofing
them mafters of their own a&ions, they
cannot be confidered as accountable for
them. To reward or punifth any beings,
either 1n the prefent or the future world,
for alions which they did not voluntarily
perform, and which they could not have

avoided, would be both unjuft and abfurd.:
The confequence is clear and evident : ‘either

men have 1t in their power to obey the
diftates of reafon and religion, or they have
not : if they have, they are properly moral
and accountable creatures, and proper ob~
je&s of reward and punifhment; if they
have not, they cannot be accountable for
their adions, nor can they, with the leaft

jultice
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juftice or propriety, be either punifhed ot
~ rewarded. And the whole tenout of fes
velation manifeftly fuppofes men to be ﬁ'ee
agents. On any other fuppofition, the whole

{cheme of religion appears full of confufion
~and diforder, an inexplicable myftery : but
if we admit that men are free creatijres;
and confequently accountable for their ac«
tions, thefe difficulties vanifh, and the
whole {yftem of religion appears rational,
intelligible, harmonious, and confiftent.
We then naturally confider the prefent
ftate as a flate of tnal; to the very idea of
which temptations are effential ; and future
Yewards and punithments then appear nas
tural and neceflary.

It appears then, that there is no foun-
dation 1n reafon for the Calviniftical doc-
trines ; and it has been thewn, that i:hcre
is as little real foundation for them in re-

velation; that they are not the do&rines of
| {cripture,
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feripture, but the inventions of men $ ahd
that the great defign of the Chriftian re<
velation is to promote the praice of
rightcouﬁlefs. But how inconfiftent with
this are the methods that are fometimes
taken to depreciafe moral virtue? That

which the feriptures invariably reprefent as
one of the moft effential parts of religion,

without which they could never expe& to
be approved or accepted by God; is by
many Chriftian teachers numbered, as Swift.
exprelles it, among the BEGGARLY ELE-
MENTS. Lo
'THe points in controverfy between tha
Calvinifts and the Arminjans, have been
what I have chiefly had in view .im this
tract ; but there is another doQrine, which
is admitted by perfons who are not Calvis
nifts, as well as by thofe who are fo, which
it may not be improper here to take fome

notice of, though it is not confiftent with
the
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the limits, which I have prefcribed to
myfelf in this publication, to enter at large
into the difcuffion of it. 1 mean thé doc-
trine of the Trinity, It is faid, that ¢ there
¢¢ are three perfons in the Godhead, the
¢ Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft ;
¢ and that thefe THREE are oNE Gob, the
 fame i fubftance, equal in power and
“ glory.” And it is afferted, ih one of
the eftablithed creeds, that ¢ Whofoever

¢ will be faved, before all things it is ne-
¢ ceflfary that he hold the Catholic faith:
¢ Which faith, except every one do keep
¢ whole and undefiled, WITHOUT DOUBT
€ HE SHALL PERISH EVERLASTINGLY.
¢¢ And the Catholic faith is this: That we
¢ worfhip one God in Ttinity, and Tri-
¢ pnity in Unity. Neither confounding
« the perfons, nor dividing the fubftance.
¢ For there is one perfon of the Father,
«¢ another of the Son, and another of ‘the

N ‘¢ Holy
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¢ Holy Ghoft. But the Godhead of the
¢ Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
¢¢ Ghoft, is all one: the Glory equal, the
‘¢ Majefty co-eternal.” But this incom-
prehenfible doftrine I cannot find in the
New Teftament; nor do I apprehend,
~ that it can be proved by any of the texts
urged- in_its fupport. ‘The proper unity
of the Deity appears clearly to be taught
in {cripture, in a great vartety of paflages.
Chrift invariably fpoke of whatever power
he poflefied as derived from his heavenly
F athcr} and 1n one of his laft addrefies to

the Almighty, our Lord faid, ¢ This
‘“ is life eternal, that they might know

‘“ thee, THE ONLY TRUE Gob, and Jefus
¢¢ Chrift whom thou haft fent % ;> a mode

of {peaking very inconfiftent with the
do&trine of the Trinity, and not to be

teconciled by our being told, that Chrift

¢ John xvii. 3.

Vor.lL E ¢ ¢ being
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‘e belﬂg the Etetmal’ Sotr of God, beesme
¢ Man, and{o was; and contirtuetti to be,
-« God and Man, i two diftin@ Natures,
“ and’ oﬁe Petfon.”” - The whole of this
is very repugnant to reafon, and extrémdy

incorififtent” with the  general reprefenta-

tiofis of the Deity both in the Old ard'in
the New Teﬁam’eat And in the Tatter
St. Paul; - when' fpeaking - of the ﬂnal

confiimation of all things, and of Chrift,
fays, ¢ Then cometh the end, when He
¢ fhall have dehvered up the' hn&ddm
« 1o God, even the Fither; when ke
¢¢ fhall have put down all rule, an;:f all
6 aUtﬁority and poweri For he muft
« reign, till he hath put "all enemies
“¢ under his feet.”—*¢ But ' when he faith,
< afl things are put under him, it is
¢¢ manifeft, that he is excepted which did
¢¢ put all things under him. Arid- when
¢¢ 3ll things fhall be fubdued unto him,

. % then
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¢ then: fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje&
“ unte him that put all things under him,
¢ that God may be all in all 57.” .

THE abfurd and inconfiftent ‘reprefenta-
tlons, which have freque%tly been given
of the Chnfhan fyftem, by its ‘miftaken
friends, appear to have done it more real
differvice, than all the ertmgs of the
Deifts. The oPPoﬁtmn of the Deifts has
ifi"fome: rcfpe&s been very ferviceable to

Ch r1ﬁxan1ty 1t has occaﬁoned the evidences
of 1ts dﬂnne ona'm to be more diligently

mqmred into, and more clearly pointed
out. And it has fhewn that the gofpel is
fuperior to all the attacks of its keeneft ad-
verfaries.’ But the abfurd notions, which
have been propagated of the Chriftian
religion, By many of its profeffors, have pre-
vented‘ if from having it_s proper éffé& upoi)
many of thofe who did profefs a belief in

57 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, 27, 28.
Eeo2 it ;
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it ; and have been a great means of adding
firength to the attacks of its adverfaries.
For, indeed, many of the arguments of

the deiftical writers are levelled, not fo
much againft €hriftianity itfelf, as againk
fome miftaken reprefentations of it: but
which they, as it beft anfwered their pur-
pofe, thought proper to regard as the real.
do&rines of Chnthianity.
 Tae religion of Jefus, when it is ime
partially examined, and diﬁipgui{hed from
thofe abfurd additions with which men
have frequently obfcured and disfigured it,
muft excite the approbation and the _'Lr.e-

verence of every man. Were 1t always
~ reprefented 1n 1ts genume, in its _natiiré
beauty, religion could never be made. the
fubje® of faillery and ridicule.  ‘The
Chriftian revelation exhibits the Deity in
the moft endearing and engaging- cha-
raters ; as the God of love, and the Father

and
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and Friend of the whole human race.
It teaches a piety and devotion, not con-

fined either to time or place, nor compofed
of fuperftitious and external rites and ce-
remonies; but pure, {piritual, and rational,
It enforces the utmof't'purity of heart, and
the greateft fimplicity, integrity, and rec-
titude of manners. And it inculcates a
benevolence not confined either to {eéls,
or parties, or countries; but of the moft
diffufive and difinterefted kind, In fthort,
it is the defign of Chriftianity to promote
whatfoever is really noble, excellent, ami-
able, and praife-worthy ; whatfoever can
refine, perfet, eunoble, and dignify hu-
manity. «

Tae profeflors of Chriftianity thould be
extremely careful not to corrupt the fim-
plicity of the gofpel by human additions.
It fhould ever be remembered, that all
thofe who contribute any thing towards

Eeg render-



1

[ 422 ]

rcndcrm g its excelency and its reafomable-
neﬁ: lefs apparcnt do, in fact, however dife
ferent may be their intentions, ftrengthen
the caufe of Dei{m, and fharpen the arrows
of Infidehity.

O R A-
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. HE moft cafual furvey
~oa of thofe numerous man-
p fions of the dead, which
Qe B ) this place exhibits to
EE=T our view, muft have a
. . natural tendency to in-
'fplre fome deO'ree of {erioufnefs and recol-
le€tion even into the moft thoughtlefs and
inattentive. 'The tombs around us pro-

claim, in the moft emphatic terms, that
IT IS GIVEN UNTO ALL MEN ONCE TO

pie. Nor can any be wholly infenfible,
that as thefe graves are filled with the

remains of our fellow-creatures, fome of
them



_ [ 466 ] |
them pethaps once our friends, it cannot -
be long before we.- alfo muft. defécnd into

the fame dreary habmnms. "The "various
fcenes of life are, indeed, perpetually

pointing out to us, that our refidence here

is only temporary. *¢ As for man, his days
* are as grafs, as a flower of the field fo
“ he flouritheth; the wind pafleth over
“« it, and it is gone, and the place thereof
¢ fhall know it mo more.” Whatever
may be the pofleflions, whatever the at-
tainments of human beings, they muft all
m a few years quit this {cene of ation,
and launch into the regions of futurity.,
This s the wevitable lot of all, of the
poor and of -the rich, of the weak and of
the powerful, of the ignorant and of the
Jearned. No age, no fex, ne rank or
dignity, 1s exempted from the -general
decrec. Whoever theu art, whatever thy

Btuation, .thy charadler, or thy circum-

{tances,
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ftances, DusT THOU ART, AND UNTO
DUST THOU SHALT RETURN.

We are now affembled, to commit to
the filent *grave the body of our late re-
verend, and departed friend and brother,
Dr. CALEB FLEMING, who fuf-
tamed, for many years, with much reputa-
tion, the chara@er of a Proteftant Diffent-
ing Minifter in this metropolis. He has
finmfhed his labours, and is gone to make up
his account with his great Mafter, with
his and our common Lord. Indefatigable
in the purfuit of truth, and 2zealous
in the promotion of what he appre-
hended to be fo, he fpent the greater part
of a long life in the duties of the minifte-
rial office. A very large portion of his
time, for a confiderable feries of years,
was entirely appropriated to the ftudy of
divinity, and to thofe parts of knowledge
which are immediately connefted with

1t ;



[ 428 )

it; other ftudies engaged comparatively
lttle of his attention ; theology was at
once his bufinefs and his pleafure. Ordi-
nary amufements, and modes of relaxa-
tion, were little adapted to his tafte. For
though he had naturally great chearful-
nefs of temper, yet the gravity of the Di-
vine eminently predominated in his cha-
ra&er. Of the rights of confcience he
was a2 warm and refolyte aflfertor; and
cver oppofed, with a. manly indignation,
all invafions of the nght of private judg-
ment. He was a Proteftant, and .a Pro-

teftant Diffenter, from inquiry, and upon
principle. He engaged in the purfuit of
truth with perfeverance, and with ardour;
and thofe who differed from him in opi-
nion could not queftion his fincerity, if
they were under the influence of candour,

or of equity. He had refufed liberal
offers to enter into the eftablithment, and
fuch
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" fuch as, in the circumftances he then was,
~ he, muft have accepted, had he been in-
fluenced by lucrative views. But his
integrity. was unqueftionable ; and he
delivered his opinions in the pulpit, with

fo much {erioufnefs and .energy, and fuch
a -degree. of opennefs and franknefs, as
naturally imprefled his auditors. with a
ftrong convi¢tion of his fincerity. He
paid no regard to. eftablithed fyﬁéms_, and
confidered the interpofition of human

power and authority, in matters of religion,
as the principal fource of the corruptions

in Chriftianity. This” fentiment, whch.
is certainly well grounded, he was ex-
tremely folicitous to inculcate, both imn:
his preaching, and in his writings. His:
ferioufnefs and piety, the uprightnefs of
his charater and condué, the abilities
which he difplayed as a preacher, and his
‘many private and {ocial virtues, procured

him
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himv many refpeQable friends, --and’ entis
tled him to general efteem. ~Towards: thé
clofe of his life, he was rendered ' incapa~
ble of the public exercife of his miniftry,
by bodily weaksnefs 'and difeafe. * But even
then a remarkable . chearfulnefs and wvi<
vacity: were often obfervahle in himi, till
the powers of nature became nearly ex-
haufted, and his enfeebled frame announced
his approaching diffolution.” As'a man, he
was an obje& of much regard and éfteem ;-
and as a divine, and a diligent inquirer
after religious truth, let his numerous pub-
lications fpeak for him ’. ‘

BuT the true defign of funeral addrefles:
of this kind, is, not chiefly to do honour
to the dead, but to benefit the living; to’

* Dr. Fleming’s different publications amounted to
upwards of fifty. "His largeft picce is entitled, «“ A
“ Survey of the Search after Souls,” printed in 1758,

in 8vo.

awaken
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awaken' 4 fenfe of #hat comimion: mhortas
lity, to’ which' we dré all fubjefts and
Whiéh* ﬁeverthelcfs; human beings: are
too apt to foro'et T*he’ fhortnef§ of hu-
man life, thoucrh it is-one of thoﬁs obvious
truths of which none can beé ignorant, is
yet foo feldom pradtically r‘emémbered.
The generality live as if this were to be
the whole of their exiftence : they are
anxious to procuré the advantages, the

conveniencies, and the en joyments of the

prefent Life ; but they make little provifion
for futurity. |

- Far different fhould be the condu& of
Chriftians ; and far different will be their
condud&, if the principles of the religion:
they profefs have their proper effe&.
They fhould live by faith: an habitual
perfuafion of the reality and importance
of the great truths of the Gofpel thould
influence their whoele condu&. If fenti-

ments
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ments like thefe have made 2 deep and
juft impreflion on our hearts, - terreftrial

objelts will appear comparatively of little
importance. What was it that led the
earlier profeflors of Chriftianity to undergo

every fuffering, every preflure of diftrefs,
every calamity that human power could

bring upon them, with patience,  with fe-
renity, with the moft heroic fortitude ?
It was that faith in the great truths of
religion, in the. infinitely momentous doc-
trines of the Gofpel, which made them

confider all temporary fufferings as tri-
vial, compared with the future and im-
mortal bleflednefs which Chrift had. fet

before them. They had *¢ refpet unto the
« rccoﬁapenc.c of reward.” They were ani-
mated by the profpects, which the author
and finither of our faith had fet before
them. We profefs the fame religion, and

thould be influenced by the fame princi~
ples ;
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.ples §oand-if this:bein_ reality the" cafe,’
it “will ‘be proditdtive 'in’ us' of> 2! firilar’
condd®.::: ' We' fhall :then’ think’ nothing
of fo rauch imfportatice; o us) as to' obtain.
the: favour--and approbation of -ott ' great
Judge: - We - fhall: then’ look’ not - chiefly
¢ at thofé things: which are feen; and
«- which:are temporal; but at: the things
¢¢ which: are: no@- feeirj - and  ‘which® are
s¢ eternal” 1 s n T f
- ONE of thé mioft mournful {cénes’ in
human life, is that of taking our laft
farewell of thofe whom we have lono*
loved and eﬁeemed and who' are’ about’
to defcend into the grave. Blt this fepa-
ration would be renidered much mioré
painful, - were - it not for the profpe&s
which 1’6110'10[1 fets before us.” ‘This is
our grcat ‘confolatron, when we are de-
prived of our virtuou and’ pious- friehds
by death, that on 'their depafturé from
VoL. 1L Ff this
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this world, the righteous are removed to -
‘““ mount Zipn, to the city of the living
‘“ God, tq the heavenly Jerufalem; to an
¢ innumerable company of angels, to the
‘¢ general affembly and church of the firft-
““ born, to God the Judge of all, to the
¢ {pirits of juft men made perfe®, and
““ to Jefus, the mediator of the New

*“ Covenant.”” Sentiments and views hke
thefe will naturally alleviate the diftrefsful
reflexions, which may arife i the breafls of
the {urviving relatyves of our late honouged
and departed friend, uy, copfequence of the
los which by his death they have {uftained.
Deatu puts an end to all oug temppral
cares, to all oyr temporal purfuits, to all
our E_cmgoral enjoyments : but 1t puts not
an ¢nd to our being.  We quit this {cene ;
but we are removed to another wfinitely
more i1mportant. Vhat will be our fitu-
ation there, 1s an inquiry of all others
the
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the moft intcrefting. Can there be one
around mec indifferent, what will be his
future allotment, what the fentence which
he f(hall receive at the bar of the Al-
mighty ! It 15 umpoffible. Nothing but
arofs and thameful inattention to the great’
truths of religion, can conceal from us
their importance.

WHEN we leave thefe manfions of the
dead, let not thofe falutary impreflions be

wholly loft, which may on this occafion
have beem excited. As we know, that

we are mortal ; as we know, that a few
ycars will put a period to our temporal
exiftence ; let us improve the time, with
which we may vet be favoured by the all-
gracious Author of our being; let us cul-
tivate all the virtues which fhould adom
the Chrithian charater, and by which our
divine Mafter himielf was fo illuftrioufly
-diftinguithed. At the laft day, when the

rrumpct
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trampet - of “the archangel - fhall  found,
when all'whd dr¢ in their graves fhall ear
the: voice of ‘the Son of God, it will then
be  of -irifinite impottance to us, ‘what E"p:).rlt;}
what . chara&er -we::fhall have - fuffained;
what thall have been the : general ‘teiiour of

our condu@, in the prefent world. ~ It wilb .
then be of infinite importance. to” us;
whether we fhall be: numbeéred ‘among the
richteous “or the .wicked;' among' thofe
who.have ferved God, or thofe who have
ferved him not.  Let us then fix ‘our'views
upon the end of life; and be induced, by
the certainty of its approach, fincerely and.
diligently: to Keep the commandments of
God. Then may we rejoice in: hope; that
THIS CORRUPTIBLE BODY SHALL.PUT ON
INCORRUPTION, and that THIS: MORTAL

SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY.. Amen,

THE END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.




