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¢¢. converted, that your fins may be blotted
“ out;” and concludes with telling them,
¢¢ that God had raifed up his fon Jefus,
¢ and fent him to blefs” them, ¢¢in turn-
‘¢ ing away every one of them from their
¢¢ iniquities *'.”” And when Paul and Bar-
nabas preached to the Lyftnans, their words
are, “ We preach unto ybu, that ye thould
*¢ turn from thefe vanities unto the living

¢¢ God, which made heaven and earth,
¢« and the fea, and all things that are

¢¢ therein: who in times paft fuffered all
¢¢ nations to walk in their own ways. Ne-
¢« verthelefs, he left not himfelf without

¢ witnefs, in that he did good, and gave
¢¢ yus rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons,

¢¢ filling our hearts with food and glad-
¢ nefs**.” The natural ability of man to

conform to the rules of religion appears
here to be clearly implied ; and alfo his

» Alsiil. 12==26. ** A&ts xiv. 15—17.

ability
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ability of difcerning the exiftence and cha-
raéter of the Deity by the mere light of
nature,

I~ the account which St. Paul gives of
himfelf to Felix the Roman governor, we
find the following expreflions: < After the
¢ way which they (the Jews) call herefy,
“ {o worfhip I thé God of my fathers, be
¢¢ lieving all things which are writteil in
¢ the law and in the prophets. And have
““ hope towards God, which they them-
¢ {elves alfo allow, that there thall be a re-
¢ furrection of the dead, both of the juft and
¢ unjuft: and herein do I exercife my{elf;
‘¢ to have alway sa conicience void of of-
¢ fence towards God, and towards men*:.”’
Nor when Felix fent for Paul, ¢ to hear
‘¢ him concerning the faith in Chi‘iﬁ,” 15
he reprefented as faying any thing about the
favourite doftrines of {fome modern fyftems

3 Alts xxiv. 14—16.
Vor. Il A a of
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of divinity; but is ‘defcribed as reafoning
of ¢¢ righteoufnefs, temperance, and judg-
‘“ ment tocome.” And in St. Paul’s{peech
for himfelf, before king Agrippa and Feftus,
after reciting the manner of his' miraculous

converfion, he gives this account of the
method in which he firft preached Chri<
*ﬂ:ianity. ¢ I was not,” fays the apoftle,
¢¢ difobedient unto the. heavenly -vifion ¢
¢ but fhewed firft unto them of Damaficus,

¢ and at Jerufalem, and throughout all the
¢¢ coafts of Judea, and then to the Gen-

¢t tiles, that they fhould repent, and turn
‘¢ to God, and do works meet for repent-

¢ ance**.” Indeed, any man who reads
the a&ts of the apoftles, with any degree of

attention and 1mpartiality, muft be perfettly

convinced, that the doftrines which they
taught, and thofe which have been fince

taught by fome who have affefted to be

* Alts xxvi 19, 20,
Vefy
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vety clofe imitators of them, weré totally
different. And the account which is given
10 the A&s, of the converfion of Cornelius,
the Roman centurion,. to the Chrtiftian
faith, 13 a ftrong evidence of the regard
that is. ever paid to fincere piety and virtue
by the Almighty; and what little ground
there is for the notion, that men cannot
recommend themfelves by their own altions
to the favour of God. It is on the con-
trary plainly declared 1n this relation, that

the PRAYERS and ALMs, the piety and be-
nevolence; of a Roman officer, had fo- re-

commended him to the divine favour, that

an angel was fent to him 1in order to oc-
cafion his converfion to Chriftianity. For
the reafon which the angel gave for his ex-
traordinary appearance to him, was, ¢ Thy
¢¢ prayers and thine alms are come up for

*‘ a2 memorial before God *5.”” This emi-

s AQs x. 4.
Aan=2 nent
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nent inftance of the attention, and regard of
the Divine Being, to real piety and virtue,
wherever found, fo ftruck the apoftle Peter, l
who had imbibed the narrow notions of his
countrymen, that the favour of God was
confined to their nation, that *“ he opened
¢ his mouth, and faid, Of a truth I per-
¢ ceive, that God is no refpeter of perfons:
¢ but in every nation, he that feareth him,
“ and weorketh righteoufnefs, 1s. acéepte&
¢ with him.”

Bur it is from the epiftles of St. Paul,
as has been before obferved, that {fome: of
 the firon geft proofs of the Calvintical
do&rines, and fome others which have been -

founded upon them, are fuppofed to be
drawn. It will not fall within the compafs
of this tra, to enter mnto a particular difs
cuffion of all the paffages in St. Paul's
epiftles, which are urged in fupport of thefe
opinions ; nor to give thofe more rational

and
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and confiftent interpretations; which have
been given by feveral excellent commen-
tators ‘of fuch paflages: And, indeed, a
proper. attention to thofe parts of {cripture;
the: meaning of which is more obvious and
lefs controvetted, and to the agenéral tenour
of the facred writings, would carry miore
convithion with it, than any examination
of particular texts. For when once men
have been accuftomed to read any particular
parts of {cripture in a certain fenfe, and to
annex a certain fet of ideas to fuch and fuch
plirafes, though perhaps totally‘forei on from
the original meaning of the writer, they
naturally confider every attempt to mnter-
pret any fuch paflages, in a différent fenfe
from that in which they hdve been ac-
cuftomed to underftand them, as wrefting
and perverting them. But fome general
obfervations upon St. Paul’s épiftles, and
fome of the do&rines which are founded

Aa 3 upon
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upon a mlfunderﬁandmg of them, may not

here be improper. *
- It fhould be remembered, in the pe-

rufal of thefe epiftles, that they were'written
to particular churches, and perfons, and

on particular occafions; and that they had
an immediate reference, in many places,
to fome contentions and difputes which had
arifen ‘in the primitive churches, and fome
of which were peculiar to the firft ages of
Chniftianity. For without a proper atten-
tion to the particular view and defign of
the apoftle in writing each epiftle, it will
often be impoffible to form any clear notion
of his meaning. Thefe circumftances, to-
aecther with that obfcurity which naturally
attends epiftolary writings of a remote age,
muft, in the very nature of the thing, ren-
der St. Paul’s epiftles more difficult to be
underftood than many other parts of the fa-
cred writings.

In



[ 359 ]

In the time of the apoftles, it appears,
that there were many of the ché ‘who had
embraced Chriftidnity, but who were ne-
verthelefs very much-;‘attached to. the cere-
monial law of Mofes; and who laboured to
prove, that it was necéffary for the Gentiles,
and ‘all the profefTots -of Chriftianity, to
conform to the Mofaic rites*. - St. Paul,
in his epiftles, oppofes the notions of thefe
judaizing ‘Chriftians ; he teaches them, that
all who believed ‘in Chrift, and embiaced
his religion, would receive the free re-
muffion of their paft fins, without any con-
formity to thefe ceremonial rites. But from
thefe declarations of the apoftle, that. they
were admitted into the Chriftian church,
and had received the remitlion of their fins,
by virtue of their faith in Chrift, and with-
out any refpet either to their obfervance,
or non-obfervance, of the law of Mofes,

** Als xv. 1—~29. xxi. 20—23.

Aag the



[ 360 1]

the ceremonial part of :which was entirely
abolithed by the Chriftian difpenfation ; it
has been inferred, 'tl}#j it was cr yminal for
men to fuppofe that their own actions would
contribute to, ar be.the occafion of, their
final juflification ; or that a conformity to
the laws of religion and virtue, the pradlice
_eveqﬁ of -real works of righteoufnefs, would
be a means of their obtaining eternal . hap-
pinefs: though it is the clear and exprefs
language of St. Paul himfelf, as well as of
the other facred writers, that eternal life
would be the reward of thofe, and of thofe
only, who ¢ by patient continuance in well~
“ doing” fought * for glory, and honour,
¢ and jmmortality.” '

ALL the different texts in the epiftles of
St. Paul, which fpeak of faith as the canfe of
man’s falvation, may be very rationally and
coniiftently explained, and agreeably to the
oeneral tenor of the {criptures, without hav-

ng
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ing recourfe to thofe unreafonable interpre.
. tations which are frequently put upon them.
And it: may be proper to abferwve, that there
was, in the very nature of the thing, a par-
ticular reafon why faith fhould have been
inculeated with peculiar force in the ‘firft
ages of Chriftianity. It was certainly ef-
fentially neceffary, that at that time faith
thould be eftablithed as a firft ip_rinciple.
Thefe towhom the gofpel was firft preached,
muft have been previoufly convinced of
the divine miffion and authority of Chnift,
before they could be expected to obey his
laws. But in later ages; and to thofe who
already acknowledged the miffion and au-

thority of Chrift, the PrAcTICE of the
duties of Chriftianity feems the principal
thing to be inculcated. .Though it muft
be acknowledged, that exhortations to faith
may notwithftanding be very pertinent and
advantageous to profefled Chriftians; for it

Can
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can: fcaréely. be imagined, that o many pros
feflors .of Chnftianity: would:be inattentive
to the. pralice of -its:duties, if they were
really and heartily convinced of the ‘truth
and importance of religion. '

-BuT -there is -another reafon affigned in
the New Teftamént, on which: account
men were required to believe, .viz. that
they might receive remiffion of fins. : Men
in their prefent ftate are furrounided with
innumerable temptations, which render it
morallv impoffible that they thould be en-
tirely free from fin; and the greateft part
of mankind do, and in all ages of the world
did, fin very frequently. ¢ Al have finned,”
fays St. Paul, ¢ and come fhort of the glory
¢ of God*’.” Asall men, therefore, muft
have been confcious  of having offended
their Creator, in a greater or a lefs degree,
and been therefore fenfible, that they ftood

*? Romans 1ii. 23.
1
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in need of mercy and forgivenefs; but could
not have any certain aflurance of their be-
ing in a ftate of favour and acceptance with
him; the Almighty thought proper to fend
Jefus Chrift into the world, to die upon the
erofs, that all thofe who believed in him
might receive remiffion of fins, and might

confider his death as a proof of it. The
~death of Chrift may therefore be confidered

as a memorial, and an evidence, to all

mankind, of the placability of God. ““We

¢ were reconciled to God by the death of
¢¢ his Son*®.” It was by faith in the death

of Chrift, that God thought proper, for infi-
nitely wife reafons, to dilpenfe his mercy

to mankind. But it 1s not therefore to
be fuppofed, that the death of Chrift was

a moTivE to induce God to the exer-
cife of mercy. The all-gracious Parent
of mankind, effentially good and merciful

¥ Romans v. I0.

n
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an his own nature, needs Do imnducements
" to' be merciful to his creatures. . On the
contrary, it is the lapguage of {cripture,
that ¢ God fo loved the world, that HEe
<¢.gaye his only begotten Son, that who-
¢ {fogver behieveth in him fhould not pa--
4% rifh *9.” |

-BuTt 1t 15 certain, that it could not have
hecn the do&rine of St. Paul, that faith
m Chrft would of itfelf entitle men to
eternal falvation, without the pra&tice of

holinefs ; becaufe it is the plain and ex-
H prefs language of St. Paul, and indeed of
all the {criptures, that ¢ without holinefs

¢ no man fhall fee the Lord.” And it ap-
pears likewile equally clear, from St. Paul’s
own epiftles, that faith in Chrift would not
NECESSARILY produce that holinefs, which

was indifpenfably neceflary to the com-
pletion of their falvation; and that the

** Jchn . 16, _
juftie
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juftification which he fpeaks of their regeiva
ing, by virtue of their faith in Chrift, was
not a final juftification; nor did it, in itfelf,
give them a nght to eternal hfe. ‘This
will appear very plainly if we confider, that:
thofe very perfons whom he addrefles-as
CALLED, ENLIGHTENED, JUSTIFIED, RE~=
coNCILED TO Gob,. and sAvep by faith
in Chrift, he frequently exhorts to a con-
formity to the commandments of Chrift,. .
and the laws of righteoulnefs, afluring them,
that - without this they would have no in-
heritance in the kingdom of God. ¢ Be
‘“ ye therefore,” fays the apoftle, ¢¢ fol-
¢ Jowers of God as dear children :—for this
“ ye know, that no whoremonger, nor
‘“ unclean perfon, nor covetous man, who
“ 15 an dolater, hath any inheritance in
¢¢ the kingdom of Chrift, and of God:
‘“ Jet no man deceive you with vain words;
‘““ for becaule of thefe things cometh the

¢ wrath



[ 366 ] S
¢« wrath of God upon the children of dif=
« obedience **. Be not deccived : God is
“ not mocked: for whatf{oever a man fow-
cth, that fhall he alfo reap. For he that
¢« foweth to the fleth, fhall of the flefh
¢¢ ‘reap corruption ; but he that {foweth to
¢¢ the fpirit, thall of the {pirit reap hfe
¢¢ everlafting*'.”” From all which it 15
evident, that when the apoftle f{peaks of
their being faved by faith in Chnift, his.

meaning is not, that 1t entitled them to eter-

és

nal happinefs ; but that they were thereby
faved from the guilt of their paft fins, and
received into the favour of God, notwith-
ftanding their former alienation from him;
that, on their faith in Chnit, they re-~

ceived from the free grace, or mercy of
God, the remiffion of their paft fins, with-
out their previoufly doing any thing to ob-
tain fuch remiflion ; and that, if they af-

*° Ephefians v. x—6. 3 Galatians vi. 7—38.

terwards
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to conform themfelves to the faws of Chrift,

notwithftanding thofe imperfections which
are alwéys attendant on h’ﬁ‘niail'*bbédiéncé;
they would finally be approved by him; and
made partakers of that happinéfs' which he
has promifed to all his true difciples. That
St. Paul did not confider-a real faith in
Chrift as neceffarily in itfelf giving a right
to eternal life, is very evident from his
epiftles ; and it is obfervable, that fpeaking
even of himfelf, (and of the reality and fin-
cerity of vhis own faith he certainly counld
have no doubt) he fays, ¢¢ I keep under
¢ my body, and bring it into fubjection,
¢¢ Jeft that by any means, when I have
¢« preached to others, I myfelf thould be a
¢¢ caft-away**;"’ in which the apoftle ma-
nifeftly fpeaks of his own falvation as con-
DITIONAL, and as depending on the dif-

1 Corinthians ix. 27.
charge
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charge of his duty, and his adherence to
the laws of virtue. ¢ This fingle paffage
‘¢ (fays a noble and ingenious writer) is a
¢¢ full anfwer out of the mouth of St. Paul
¢ himfelf, to all the miftakes that have
‘¢ been made of his meaning, in fome ob-
¢« fcure expreflions concerning grace, elec-
‘¢ tion, and juftificarion *3.”” It may alfo

- be obferved, that Chrift himfelf fpeaks ef
perfons who had fuch a degree of faith in
him, as to enable them to prophefy, and

work miracles in his name, and who, he
declares, would neverthelefs be m‘the num-

ber of thofe who would finally be rejeéted
by him. ¢ Not every one that "faith unto
¢ me Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the
¢¢ kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
¢¢ the will of my Father who is in heaven.

‘¢ Many. will fay to me in that day, Lord,

3 Obfervations on the Converfion and Apoftlethip

of St. Paul, p. 26.
< ].ord,
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¢ Lord, have we not propliefied in thy
¢ mame? and in thy name caft out devils?
¢¢ and in thy name done many wonderful
¢ works? and theh will I profefs unto
¢ them, I never knew ye: depart from
¢ ‘me ye that work iniquity *4.” We have
alfo a text in the epiftle to the Hebrews,
which clearly fuppofes and exprefiés the
poffibility of men being finally condemned,
notwithftanding their having a real faith,
and being enlightened by the gofpel, and
even made partakers of the holy {pirit.
¢¢ ]t is impoffible for thofe who were once
¢¢ enlightened, and have tafted of the hea-
¢¢ venly gift, and were made partakers of
¢ the holy ghoft, and have tafted of the
¢ good word of God, and the powers of
¢ the world to come; if they fhall fall .
‘“ away, to renew them again to repens
“ tance’’.”” And St. Paul, in the epiftle’

* Matthew vii. 21—23, 3% Heb, vi. 4~6.

Vour.ll, Bb to
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to the Coaloffians, fays, ¢ You thit ivere
¢¢ fometime alienated; and erlemiés in your
*“ mind by wicked ‘werks, yet now hath
‘“ he reconciled, 1n the body of his. flefh
¢¢ through death, to.preferve you holy and
‘¢ unblifnedble, dnd’ unteproveible . his
¢ figlit: 'if ye continue inthe faith-gtounddd
¢ and . fettled, and be not moved 'away
‘¢ from the hdpe of the gofpel *°.”” - Plainly
teaching them, that their reconciliaton to
God by faith in Chrift, would not iflie in
their findl falvation, unléfs they ‘continued
ftedfaft in their obédience to the laws of
Chrift; and that, notwithftanding their pre«
fent reconciliation to God, by faith in
Chrift, their final falvation was conbpI<

TIONAL. It 1s not, however, to be fup-

pofed, that the profeffors of Chriftianity

were to be entirely free from in, in order
to enfure their final falvation. Man 1s fur-

3% Colothians 1. 2123,

'rounded
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founded with fuch innumerable temptaa
tiong,, that fome.degree of moral imper-
fe&ion 1s.'dlways attendant on. humanity.
And whilft we fincerely endeavour to do
the will of God,. our involuntary and un-
allowed imperfections: will be forgiven By
our. mercxul Creator. ¢* If any man fin,.
“ we have an advocate. with the Father;
¢¢ Jefus Chrift the righteous®’.”” But we
muft éndeavour,. fincerely and uniformly,.
to obey the will of. God-; that muft be the
 prevailing turn and biafs of our minds;.
and without fuch a fincere conformity to
the laws of our.Creator, we have not the
leaft reafon to: expect his final approbation,
or to be made partakers of that felicity
which he has promifed to beftow upon the

righteous.
THE phrafe, BEING SAVED BY FAITH,

may be very rationally explained, even

Bb 2 when
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when it refers to man’s final falvation;
though the phriafe is certainly frequently
ufed in a different fenfe. For thofe who
by a firm belief in the dorines which
Chrift taught, of a future ftate of retribu-
tion, &c. are induced to refrain frbtfl, and
to avoid, the pratice of vice, and to con-
form to, and regulate their lives by the
Jaws of piety and virtue, may, with the
fin&eft propriety of fpeech, be faid to be
SAVED BY FAITH. Becaufe though theyare

not {aved on account of their faith ; yet as
their faith 1s the motive that induces them

to regulate their lives by the rules of re-

ligion, they may very properly be faid ta
be faved by faith.

It muft be acknowledged, that thofe
who adhere to the Calviniftical do&rines
of jufhfication, eleGion, &c. do neverthe-
lefs admit the neceflity of holinefs, s fup-
poling that faith will neceffarily produce

 } Q8
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it. . But it appears even from the New
Teftament, that men may really have faith
who do not a& in ‘conformity to it and,
perhaps, obfervation on many chara&ers in
real life would afford fufficient evidence of
the possiBiLiTY of if. And though thefe
notions may be, and certainly frequently
- are, -entertaimned by perfons who are fin-
cerely virtuous; yet to teach men, that they
are incapable by their own natural powers,
of {o far conforming to the laws of righteoui-

nefs as to attain the favour of God, muit
naturally flacken their. endeavours after it,

And to teach them, that their own a&ions
‘can 1n no degree recommend them to the
divine favour, and that they are not to ex-
pe& any reward hereafter, on account of
any thing which they themfelves can do,
is certainly depriving men of the ftrongeft
MOTIVES to a life of piety and virtue ; and
apppears to be, in a very great degree, fubs

Bb 3 verting
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verting the gianddeﬁgn of the Chnihan
revelation. . f NI
-Bur amongﬂ: all the abfurd do&rmes,
which have been pretended to be. founded
on St. Paul’s epiftles, there does not .appear
Ao have been any {o totally repugnant. to
- -éwvery idea Of the moml charader of Gad,
and againft which every fentiment of hu-
manity {o firongly revolts, as that of predef-
tination. .- St.. Paul has'.thewn, that' God
has elefted or chofen fome particular na-
‘tians, and colleCve badies of men, to en-
_ioy {ome:eminent religious édvanthges $-as
the Jews-the Mofaic' difpenfation, -and the
Gentiles the Chriftan ; which they were
favoured with not on account of their re-
fpeSave merits, but entirely becaufe it was
the will and pleafure of the Divine Bein o
that it fhould be fo** : and which  peculiar
advantages he certarnly might confer, con-

8 Vid. Romaﬁ;:cﬁab. vili. X, X. xi.
fiftently
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fiftently syith the moft perfe@t juftice, on

“ M ;r: crd

whatfoever _r_}atlon » QL bodies of peoPle, ni
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mﬁnlte Wlfdom ﬂlou]d ﬁ:e ﬁt But from
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totali rmfundel ﬁandmg of the nature of
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the eleﬁhon, of u{hy:h tlhe a oﬂle was fpeak-
1n0', he has beerl thc;ught toumean, t_hat
qu hadr arbltranly ele&ed 2 certain nume-
ber of rhd,lvrduals to. future happmefs, to
Wh?m the means of falvatron were glvcn ;

Whr,lﬁ the reft Were reprobated and con-

by ! i

figned over to eternal mlfer)( And all, that

¢ r+fi f,
1S alleﬂ‘ed m vrndrcatron of the moral cha-
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raéte,r of the Delt)r, Whrch fo much fuffers
in this ﬂ10ck1no' reprefeutatron of the lelllC

coudu&, is, that lf‘xla;ll,k.'l,gd mcurred this

fentence- in confequence of Adam S tranf-
c'reﬁi by Wh h he, and all hlS Roﬁenty,
beqau;e obje&s of the drvme wrath and
were fubjected to everla&;na- mlfery thou gh
the {criptures no where reprefent any thmg

but death bemcr entalled on mankmd n
Bb 4 : confe-
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eonfequence . of the fall. Thus the wholo
human race are fald to'have bccn ]USTLY
made fubjeé't to etemal rmfery, for an action

committed many atres before the greater
part of them ex1ﬁed though it is the uni-

form doQrine of the fcnpiures, that men
are pumfhed only for their own works.
It is’ faid to have been the do&rme of
fome of the prcdeﬁmanan writers, that
“ God of his own pleafure, antecedent to
¢¢ all fin in the Creature, orlgmal or aétual,
¢¢ did agree to glortfy his foverewnty and
¢ juftice, the eternal rejection and dam-

¢ nation of the greateﬁ part of mankind,

¢ a5 the end; and in their unavmdable fin
¢ and 1mpemtency, as the means.”
REAsON, revelation, and univerfal na-

ture, proclaim this truth, that Gop 1S GOOD
TO ALL, AND THAT HIS TENDER MER-
CIES ARE OVER ALL HI$ WORKs: but in
what poffible manner can we reconcile this

| with
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with th efé' tdo&n nes? W1th the fuppoﬁtmn,
that he has devoted, by an lrreverfblc de-

cree, millions of l'us creatures to endlefs

mifery, without even havmg gwen them
a poﬂib'lity“ of avmdmg it? It is indeed
amazing, that fuch a do&nne, o totally
repugnant to every idea, not only of good-
nefs and of mercy, but even of equity and
of _]‘llﬂ'.lCC, thould ever-have been conﬁdered
asa part of that dlvme relig glon , Wthh the
Father of mermes, the God of love, has

—

infhituted as his laft and moft mcr(:lful dif-
penfation to the fons of men, ‘

NOTWITHSTANDING the abfurd and er-
roneous inte rpretatlons, ‘which have been
given of' fome parts of St. Paul's wntmgs,
they are in themfelves perfe&Iy ratlonal and
conﬁﬁent ‘ and entlrely agreeable to the
do@rine of Chrift and the other apoftles.

It is only when fome particular detached
pallages of his epiftles, are interpreted
' with-

I
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without a proper regard to the peculiar
circumftances which attended his writing
them, and to the whole fcope of his reafon-
ing, that he appears to differ from them.
This apoftle, 1n all his epiftles, inculcates
the uniform praétice of virtue with great
force and energy. And the account, which
he gives of the future judgment, perfetly
agrees with that given in the gofpels.
¢“ The judgmeuf of God 1s accofdi_ng to
« truth:—who will render to cvcrj mafl
‘¢ according to his deeds: to them who by
« p.aticnt continuance in well-doing, feek
“ for glory, and honour, and immortality,
¢¢ eternal life: but unto them that are con-
* tentious, and do not obey .the truth,
“ but obey unrighteoufnefs, i'ndignation
““ and wrath; tribulation and anguifh upon
¢ every foul of man that doeth evil ;—but

*“ glory, honour, and peace, to cvery man

¢« that

b Y
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¢¢ that worketh good : far there is no res
«¢ fpe& of perfons with God’®.”

Tue ecpiftles of the other apoftles are
attended with lefs difficulty. That of St.

James is almoft entirely compofed of 1n-
ftructious, for the regulation of the Chriftian
converfation of thofe to whom his epiftle
is wrtten. This apoftle inculcates very
forcibly the neceflity of PRACTICAL reh-
gion ; and cautions them againft i1magin-
ing, that faith alone was {ufficient for therr

final falvation. ¢ Be ye,” fays he, ¢ doers
¢« of the word, and not hearers only, de-

¢ ceiving your own {felves :—What doth
«« jr .profit, my brethren, though a man
“ fay he hath faith, and hath not works,
¢ can faith fave him !—By works a man
¢ 15 juftified, and not by faith only+°.”
Aud the {fame apoftle reprefents the prac-

tice of benevolence, and perfonal holinefs,

® Romans i1. 2—11. *° Jamesi, 22, and 1. 14—24.

dS
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ds the fumn of rekigion. ¢ Pure religion
¢¢ and undefiled before God and: the Father,
é.3s this, to vifit the fatherlefs and widows
¢ in their affliftion, and to keep himfelf
¢ unfpotted from the world 4*.””
THE two general epiftles of St. Peter.are

likewife compofed of perfuafives to perfonal
virtue, urged chiefly from the confideration

of the future judgment; together with
fome exhortations toftedfaftnefs under thofe
trials, to which ‘the firft Chniftians' were
more ‘peculiarly ‘¢xpofed. And,. agreeably
to the reprefentations whichi -have been be-
fore given of the defign of the-gofpel, this
apoftle declarés the inteition of it to be,
TO CALL THEM TO GLORY AND VIRTUE:
and that by the. gofpel-difpenfation ¢¢ are
‘¢ oiven to us exceeding great and precious
¢¢ promifes; that by thefe we might be
“ made partakers of the divine nature, hav-

¢ James 1. 27.
£¢ ing
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o ing éfcaped the corruptioti that is in tha
¢ world throtfgh luft.” And, in order to
poiht out to them in what the excelléncy
of the knowledge of Chrift confifted, -after
having exhorted them to faith, virtue; teifi<
perance, patience, godlinefs, brotherly kind-
nefs, and charity ; he adds, ¢ for if thefe
¢¢ things be in you, and abound, they mike
¢ you that ye thall neither be barren, nor
¢ unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
¢ Jefus Chrift +*.” The following verfe is
alfo remarkable, and feems to corroborate
the n terpi'ctation that has been before given,
with refpe& to {fome paflages in St, Paul’s
epiftles, viz. that the juftification by faith,
of which that apoftle {peaks, was not an ab-

{olute and final juftification, but only a re-
miffion of the fins of their paft lives, pre-

vious to their converfion to Chriﬂianity.

‘¢ He,” fays the apoftle, <¢ that lacketh
é¢ thefe things 1s blind, and cannot fee afar

42 2 Peter 1. 8.

&6 Oiﬁ
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¢ off, and hath forgotten that he was
¢¢ purged from his oLp fins.,” And the
following expreffions of the apoftle clearly
intimate, that their faith in Chrift would
not of itfelf emfure their final f{alvationg
and that it muft be their own perfonal ad-
herence to piety and virtue, which omft
fimally complete 1it. ¢ Give diligence . to
¢ make your calling and eletion fure:
“ for if ye do thele things ye fhall never
¢ fall: for fo an entrance fhall be mi-

¢ niftered unto you abundantly into the
¢¢ everlafting kingdom of our ILord and

¢ Saviour Jefus Chrift+:.”
THE praduce of nghteoufnefs 1s infifted

on, as the eflence of religion, with great
force by the apoftle John. ¢ Lattle chil-
¢¢ dren, let no man deceive you: he that

¢« docth nghteoufnefs 1s righteous, even

‘“ as he (God) 15 nighteous.—If we fay

¢> 2 Petert. 1o, I1.

<* that
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that we have fellowfhip with him, and
walk in darknefs, we lie, and do not

the truth : but if we walk in the light,

as he 15 in the hight, we have fellowfhip

one with another, and the blood of Jefus
Chrift his fon cleanfeth us from all fin:

—Herein do we know that we know

him, f we keep his coémmandmerits.

He that {aith, I know him, and keepéth-

not his commandments, 1s a liar, and
the truth is not a him. But whoflo
keepeth his word, in him wverily is the
love of God perfeted; hereby know we
that we are 11 him.—If ye know that he

s righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth rightcouinefs, 1s born of him. In

this the children of God are manifett,
and the children of the devil: whofo-

ever doeth not righteoufnefs, 1s not of

God: neither he that loveth not his
brother.” St. John never intimates, that

the
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the beft altions of men were in the fight of
God of no account, and as ¢¢ filthy rags;™
biit, on the contrary, afferts, that their keep-
ing his commandments is 2 motive to the
Deity to confer bleflings on them; and that
confcious integrity is 2 reafonable. caufe to
excite confidence in us towards God. ¢ Be-
¢¢ loved, if our hearts condemn us not, then
¢¢ have we confidence towards God. And
¢ whatfoever we afk, we receive of him,
“¢- becaufe we keep his commandments, and
¢ do thofe things that are pleafing in his
¢ ficht.” The pracice of benevolence,
and the exercife of the focial affe@ions, are
repeatedly and very ftrongly inculcated by
him, as effential to the Chriftian charater;

and as the only proper criterion of our love

to God. ¢ Beloved, let us love one another;

¢¢ for love is of God; and every one that
< Joveth 1s torn of God, and knoweth

¢« God. He that loveth not, knoweth not
' ¢ God,
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¢« Gad, for God is love.—Whofo hath this
¢« world’s good, and feeth his brother have
¢ need, and fhutteth’ up his “bowels of
- & compaffion from him, how dwelleth the
¢¢. Jove of God in him? My little children,
¢ Jet us not love in word, .neither in
¢ tongue, butin deed, and in truth ¢.”
In the book of Revelations, we find
the neceffity of keeping- the command-
ments of God, in order to attain eternal
life, clearly pointed out, ¢ Behold, I come
“ quickly, and my reward is with me, to
¢ ojve every man according as his work
¢ fhall be.—~Blefled are they that do his
¢« commandments, that they may have
“ right to the tree of hife, and may enter
¢ in through the gates into the city *,
¢« Here is the patience of the faints: here
“ are they that keep the commandments

« of God, and the faith of Jefus.~Blefled

+ 1 John 11, 131, iv. 45 Revelations xxii, 12—14.

Vor. 1L Cc ¢ are



{ 386 ]

¢ are the dead which die in the Lord,
¢¢ from henceforth: yea, faith the Spirit,
¢¢ that they may reft from their labours;
¢¢ and ‘their works do follow them 45.”
And the followmg is the reprefentation
which .is given, in this book, of the future
 judgment. < I faw the dead, {mall and
¢¢ oreat, ftand before God; and the books
$¢ were opened: and another book was
« opened, which is the book of ife: and
¢¢ the dead were judged out of thofe thmgs
¢ which were written m the books, ac-
¢¢ cording to their works. And the fea
¢ gave up the dead which were in it; and
4 death and hell delivered up the dead
¢¢ which were in them: and they were
¢ judged every man according to their
‘¢ works*’,”

THUs it appears to be the defign of the

New Teftament, throughout every part of

* Revelations xiv. 12, 13.  *7 Revclations xx. 12, 13.

it
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‘it, to excite men to the uniform prathice
‘of piety and virtue. It appears, that ¢ the
%¢ orace of GQd,"" which ¢ hath appeared
* unto all men” in the gofpel difpenfation,
wis intended to teach them, that ¢ deny-
2 ing ungodlinefs, and worldly lufs, they
< fthould live foberly, ri ghteouﬁy, ‘and pf-
s¢ -oufly in the prefent world+:.” In which
it -perfe@ly coincides with thofe innumera-
ble-exhortations to the pradtice of righteouf-
nels, which occur 1n the Old Teftament.

And to this the do&trine of a future ftate
of retribution is firongly prefied and in-~

culcated as the principal motive, Other
motives are oceafionally {poken of, but thig
appears to be the great leading principle of
the Chriftian revelation. The notions en-
tertained by the heathens of a future flate
appear to have been attended with much
doubt and uncertainty : fome of them ap-

4% Titus 1i. 11, 12,

Cc 2 | pear
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pear to have confidered it only as' a poetic
fition ; and fome of their beft wntcrs, in
{peaking of it, do it in. a manner that
~ thews they -rather wisaep for it, than
really expe&ted or believed it: and even the
Jews themfelves appear to have been. much
in the dark concerning it.. It is only by the
gofpel, that LIFE AND IMMORTALITY have

------

the doéhmc of a future 'ﬁate. of retnbu-.tlon
plainly revealed. And it certainly isa mo-
tive, that, of all others,  may rationally be
fuppofed to a& the moft forcibly upon man-
kind. For furrounded as man 1s, in his
prefent ftate, with innumerable temptations,
tending to withdraw him from an adherence
to his duty, perhaps there is no other that
can, through the general tenour of life, be
fuppofed to aétuate him with fufficient force.
When a man is abftralted from the temp-

% 2 Timothy 1. 10,
tations

Y
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“tations of the world, and in his ¢lofet, the
motives to virtue, which may be ﬂrawn
from the nature and fitnefs of things, and
‘the beaﬁty and amiablenefs of Virtué, may
operate with confiderable ftrength upon the
mind ; but, even upon the beft minds, it
may reafonably be fuppofed, that, in an hour
of fevere temptation, the firm belief of a fu-
ture ftate muft have a much gr‘e*ater' cffet,
‘And thefe more refined motives to virtue
‘would perhaps be found to operate but

faintly at any time upon the bulk.of man-
kind; for whom it was undoubtedly ne-

ceflary, that a divine revelation fhould be
adapted. And it 1s acknowledged, even

by lord Shaftefbury, that “¢this may be
4¢ {faid as to the {upport which this belief
“¢ of a future reward and punithment may
¢ prove to virtue ; that as it 1s capable of
#¢ raifing men to virtue, who were at firft
“ in. a manner ftrangers to it; {o where

Cc 3 ‘¢ men
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¢¢ men are already in a virtuous courfe, it
¢ may prove that which alone can. fave
¢¢ them-from falling off, from the virtue
¢¢ they poflefs, mto a licentious and vicious
¢ prachce *°.”

NEITHER does the notion of men belng
excited to virtue, from the confideration of

a future ftate of retribution, neceflarily fup-
pofe them altuated merely by hope or fear,
and the lefs ingenuous affe@ions of the
human mind. For, as the fame noble writer
obferves, ¢ if by the thoughts of future re-
¢¢ ward, or what regards another-ftate, be
¢¢ ynderitood the love and defire of vir-
¢ tuous enjoyment, or of the very pra&ice
¢ and exercife of virtue 1n another life s
¢¢ the expe&ation or hope of this, muft not
¢¢ only be a great encouragement to virtue;
¢« but it appears plainly, that the very fol~

‘¢ Jowing of virtue, in hope to attain thet

* Inquiry cohcerning Virtue, B. i. Se&. 34
¢ {upreme
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¢ fupreme happinefs which confifts in the
“ perfe€tion of it, is of itfelf a-degree of:
‘¢ yirtue, and a proof of the fincere love
“ we have for it *',”

LLLLL

are fuggeﬁe,,d by th@ Ca_lv;m.ﬁlca_lppmlons',-
appear difhonourable both to man, and to
his great Creator ; and as the do&rine of
man’s free agency appears to be a matter
of very confiderable importance, and with-
out agmitting which it feems impoffible to
form any confiftent ideas of religion, I fhall
make a few remarks upon thofe fubjeéts.
THERE have been many, who feem to
have thought, that they could in no way
better evidence their own piety, than by
degrading and vilifying human nature, It
1s not ealy to conceive, that it could ever
have been the dictate of reafon, that there

Was any piety in any thing of this kind; of

st Ibid.
Cc g that
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that it was honouring God to f{peak dif-
honourably of his creatures.  For reafon
would rather have diGated, that it was
doing more honour to the Almighty Author

~ of nature, to form more favourable ideas of
that, which, in its prefent ftate, whatever

its imperfc&ions may be, is indifputably the
nobleft part of the vifible creation.

IT is very evident, that the bulk of
mankind are not virtuous; but it does by
no means thence follow, that they are de-

- praved and impotent creatures, naturally
prone to wickednefs, and incapable of what

is good and virtuous. Even amongft the
moft diffolute part of the human race,
amongft thofe who indulge themf{elves in
the pra&ice of vice with the leaft fcru ple,
there are difcoverable, by a candid obferver,
many evidences of latent virtue; and ac-
tions really wvirtuous are frequently per-

formed by thofe, whofe general character
will
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will not bear a ftrict {crutiny. And, in-
éced, ‘the aCtual exiftence of vice amongft
mankind, is no proof of their being under
any nvincible propenfity to it. For, if we
fuppofe men free creatures, capable either of
a&ing well or of a&ing ill ; and as being in
a ftate of probation, in which they have
many temptations to a&t contrary to the
diftates of reafon and of conicience; it will
account for the exiftence of moral evil 1n
the world, without the neceflity of fup-
pofing, that they are by any inherent cor-
ruption of their natﬁrc biafled - towards
wickednefs.

THERE are many particulars obfervable
in human nature, which are very unfavour-
able to the notion of man being naturally

a wicked creature. It may be obferved,
that innocence is generally confidered as
one of the chara&eriftics of childhood and
youth; and that opennefs of heart, candour,

benevo-
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benevolence, and the focial affe&ions, aps
pear to operate more, and the contrary dif-
pofitions lefs, in early life than at a later
period ; which feems to militate ftrongly
againft the notion of man beipg naturally
prone to wickednefs. And, perhaps, when-

ever difpofitionis of a different kind appear
to prevail in childhood and youth, the
whole of it may be attributed to ill ex-
ample, or to the want of a wvirtuous edu-
cation. Children, naturally imitative, are
fond of doing thofe things which they {ee

done by others; their attions are therefore
very much regulated by the condu& and

behaviour of thofe about them. And we -
may rationally account for fuch perverfenefs

and frowardnefs of behaviour, as may be
{fometimes difcoverable in children, with-
out having recourfe to the fuppofition of
their being naturally biafled towards vice.
For, as they have in them the feeds of thofe

appetites
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ippetites and paffions, which, however in-
nocent in themfelves, are vicious when not
reftrained within their proper bounds; it is
eafy to conceive, that if they have ill
examples fet before them, and are fuffered,
while their judgment is weak and un-
formed, to let thefe natural appetites and
paffions take a wrong diretion, thofe very
children may be froward and vicious, who,
with judicious culture, might have been
traltable and virtuous **,

¥r

3* [t is 'too apparent, that the important bufmefs of
education, particularly with refpe&t to piety and mo-
rals, is in general very much neglefted. Inftead of
inftilling deeply into the minds of youth, their depend-
ance on, and obligations to the Deity, and thoroughly
grounding them in the fentiments and the principles of
virte, which are the moft important points of a right
education, their parents and preceptors are generally
content with giving them a very flight and fuperficial

view of thefe moft important fubjects ; whilft a much

greater attention and regard is paid merely to forming
their
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It has often been obferved, that the firft
advances to vice are made with relutance ;
and that it is never pra&ifed without com-
punction, till men have hardened them-
felves by long habit to the pra&tice of it:
which feems to be an evidence, that wick-

ednefs 1s {o far from being natural to man,
that the practice of it is a rebellion againft
the firft diGatesof his nature. It is like-
wife certain, that it is natural to men to
applaud and admire ‘virtue in others, as
well as to approve it in themfelves. Sen-
timents of compaffion, of benevolence, and

of focial affe&ion, are certainly natural to
the human mind. And it may be affirmed

farther, that fentiments of piety, the love

their exterior behaviour. As the happinefs and fta-
bility of any nation depends fo much on the virtue of
its individuals; and as that very much depends on the
method of education that prevails ; this is a point that
deferves the attention of all the friends to religion, vir-

tue, and their country. -
and
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-and reverence of the Deity, are natural to
human nature, when amiable and juft ideas
~of him have been inftilled and are imbibed.
Inftances - of : difinterefted generofity and
goodnefs excite- gratitude ‘and affetion ‘to
the benefadtor, by whom fuch fervices are
beftowed, “*and fuch' goodnefs difplayed.
Thefe..are the natural feelings and fenti-
ments of humanity.. > And fuch fentiments
naturally ‘arife with. refpe to the Deity,
when he :is exhibited to the mind in:.a
proper hght,

THe do&rine of man having loft his
natural a‘bility* to pradtife virtue, and ap-
titude to religion, by the fall, appears to
have no real foundation in the fcriptures.
They only reprefent man as fubject to tem-
poral death by the fall, and not as thereby
becoming incapable of religion, and prone
only to the prattice of vice and.impiety.

And Chrift himfelf does not feem by any

means
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means to -have countenanced: thefe unfa-
_vourable ideas of human nature.. Forwe
.are_told, that when his difciples inquired
"of him, who wis the greateft-in :the king-
.dom of heaven, he called a little child to
him, and fet him in the midf of them,
and faid unto them, ¢ Except ye be con-
¢ yerted, and become as little children, ye
¢ fhall not enter into the Xkingdom .of
¢ Ieavensl.” And whea his-difciples re-
.buked thofe who brought young children
to him, he was much difpleafed ; and fad,

¢ Suffer hittle children to come unto me,
< and forbid them not; for of fuch is the

¢¢ kingdom -of heaven.” Now: can it be
fuppofed, that Chrift would have told his
difciples, that in order to enter the king-
dom of heaven they muft become as
LITTLE CHILDREN, and that oF sucH that

kingdem confifted, if e had knewn them

53 Matthew xviii. 1-—-—4. o
ta
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to be naturally polluted, apd neceffarily
prone to wickednefs ? Muft we not rather
infer from thefe texts, that Chrift con-
fidered young chuldren as innocent, . harm-
lefs, and teachable ; and, therefore, proper
emblems of that mild, peaceable, innocent,
and humble difpofition, which became the
difciples of the blefled Jefus?

.~ THERE 15 no juft reafon for imagining,
that thofe appetites and paffions, which are
found m human nature, and which, when

not properly reftrained and regulated, are
the caufe of fin, are any confequence - of

the corruption of human nature. They do
on the contrary appear, when under proper
reftraints, to be very ufeful to mankind.
And, indeed, exclufively of this, fome-
thing of this kind appears to be neceflary
to any creature while in a ftate of proba-
tion: for, without {omething within them-

felves, which might in fome degree prompt

Of
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of excite them to a compliance with ex4
ternal temptations, they could not be con-~
fidered as in a ftate of trial.

TaE favourers of the Calviniftical opi-
nions appear to have thought, that repre«
feriting-man as a weak, and naturally wicked
ereature, tended to promote humility, and
to advance and raife our ideas of the grace
and goodnefs of God in the gofpel difpen-
fation. Every attempt, therefore, to give
more favourable reprefentations of ‘mian’s
natural difpofitions and ability, they corifider
as having a tendency to derogate from the
grace of God, and to dimmmfh the glory
of the gofpel. And, perhaps, could they
be convinced, that the contrary -opinions
had not this tendency, they might be induced
to examine them with more candour, and
to inquire with lefs prejudice and prepof-
feffion, how far their own opinions are really
founded on the {cniptures,

It
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Tt feems to have been thougilt, that to
aflert that mih poflefles, by the conftiti-
tion of his nature, at leaft in his prefent
{tate, an aptitude and ability to a& virtu-
oufly, is raifing him 4t the éxpence of his
Maket, and making him independent oh
his Creator. But this is totally miftaking
the point. The warmeft advocates for fn_i-
man natur€, cannot be fuppofed to form
any 1deas of man pofleflinig any abilities or
powers indep'endent of his Maker, which
hie did not originally derive from hirn; and
for the continuance of which, 4s well as
for his éxifterice itfelf, he does not abfs-
lutely depend upon his pleafure. The
queftion therefore is not, whétlier man
can a& virtuoufly inde'pendcntly of the Al-
mighty ; (for in a certain fenfe we can do
nothing without him; i.e. without his per:
miffion, and without his having originally
given us fuitable faculties and powers); but

VoL, 11, Dd whether




