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Summary

This is to propose one revised and one new TEKS. The revised TEKS is for high school American Government. The new TEKS is for a proposed new Grade 11 course in American History through 1877, presently only covered by a Grade 8 TEKS. Both accept most of the Committee-proposed revisions posted on the TEA website, but further build on them to strengthen the courses.

American Government TEKS

My revisions to this TEKS were made with one main objective: to equip the student with the information and skills needed to make wise decisions concerning politics, government, and law, and play an active role as a fully involved citizen. It is not enough that he obey laws or vote in general elections but otherwise be passive. He must learn how to be effective in researching and analyzing public problems, developing solutions, writing proposals, giving testimony, drafting legislation and litigation, organizing public support, lobbying decisionmakers, helping to enforce laws, and assisting in implementation and evaluation of performance.

There are two main roles for citizens for which skills most need to be developed: getting the right people elected or appointed to public office, and service on a trial jury, grand jury, or in militia. Those were the focus of American government textbooks in the mid-19th century, and that focus has been lost in our time. It is not enough to wait until one is called for jury duty to learn how to penetrate the arguments of advocates to analyze law and evidence to reach a just and lawful verdict or indictment. In a world where lawyers own the courts and make the rules, it is not enough to leave law to professionals. Every citizen, for his own survival, needs to learn much of what lawyers learn in law school, and they need to learn it in high school.

American History through 1877 TEKS

There is a fundamental flaw in a  curriculum that teaches the first 2/3 of American history, and the most critical period of it, to Grade 8 students, who, while they can certainly benefit from exposure to it at that age, need to get it again about Grade 11 when they are more mature, and just before they get the last 1/3 of American History and American Government. I have substitute-taught in both middle and high school, and found that too many of the middle schoolers spend their days bouncing off the walls from too many sugar snacks and too little exercise, disrupting their classmates so that none of them learn much. We cannot expect them to understand, appreciate, or retain much of the subject, enough to prepare them to take American History since 1877 about Grade 11.

What I have done for the new proposed TEKS is build on the revised TEKS for the Grade 8 course and strengthen it to make it more appropriate for Grade 11. It is expected the student will retain some of what he learned in Grade 8, and build on that to go into greater depth, more detail, more subtle analysis, and the acquisition of more advanced history skills.

General problem with current TEKS

The TEKS as presently composed all suffer from a lack of specificity that allows too much latitude in the preparation of exams and writing of textbooks and course syllabi. This allows many key areas to be neglected. It is recommended that they be generally revised to make them much more detailed. They also contain much that, while interesting, does not contribute enough to making effective citizens to justify crowding out more focused citizen knowledge and skills.

